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Presentation

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY
Wed, Jan 26 at 12:00 AM
For a limited time, we have many extra Lenten Spanish OBOB books available to share with
others in your parishes, laundry-mats, or nursing homes.
Please call (513) 296-1380 or email jerrycappel@fuse.net and let us know how the quantity,
your full name, and your address with zip code so we can send them to you.

Wednesday, January 26, 2022, Sts. Timothy & Titus

2 Timothy 1:1-8 or
Titus 1:1-5
Psalm 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30
Mark 4:1-20
View Readings

DANGER! JESUS IN MASS MEDIA
"He began to teach beside the lake...He began to instruct them at great length." —Mark
4:1, 2

The parable of the sower and the seed is very important because it is the basis for
understanding all the other parables (Mk 4:13) as well as understanding God's kingdom, which
is revealed in parables (see Mt 13:24-50). This parable is not primarily about the sower and the
seed, but about four conditions of ground. These represent our openness or lack of openness to
God's Word (Mk 4:20). It is difficult to take God's Word to heart because God's ways are not our
ways (Is 55:8). Our hearts are naturally deceitful (Jer 17:9) and hardened (see Ps 95:8), and the
Lord repeatedly challenges us in His Word to repent.

In addition to all these difficulties, we have special problems in taking God's Word to heart in a
large group setting. When Jesus taught the parable of the sower, seed, and grounds, He was
sitting in a boat on the water a few feet from the shore and addressing "a huge crowd" (Mk 4:1).
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Jesus was using the water both for crowd-control and as a medium to project His voice to the
masses. He was using a primitive form of mass media. In this context, we tend not to take
God's Word personally. We sit passively waiting to be entertained and look around at the crowd.

This dangerous setting for hearing or not hearing God's Word is the setting in which we usually
hear the Word. When attending Sunday Mass, reading books, watching videos, listening to the
radio, and looking at a computer screen or phone, watch out! You are in imminent danger of not
taking God's Word to heart. "Let him who has ears to hear Me, hear!" (Mk 4:9)

Prayer: Father, make me always a doer of Your Word (Jas 1:22).

Promise: "The Spirit God has given us is no cowardly spirit, but rather One that makes
us strong, loving, and wise." —2 Tm 1:7

Praise: "The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to all" (Ti 2:11). St. Titus,
please intercede that all readers of One Bread, One Body persevere in the faith.
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