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Friday, May 20, 2022, St. Bernardine of Siena

Acts 15:22-31
Psalm 57:8-10, 12
John 15:12-17: ANH EM LÀ BẠN HỮU CỦA THẦY
View Readings

"A FRIEND INDEED"
"Instead, I call you friends, since I have made known to you all that I heard from My
Father." —John 15:15

Are you Jesus' friend? You are His friend if you do as He commands you (Jn 15:14). His
command is to love one another as He has loved us (Jn 15:12). If you do this, you will
realize that Jesus laid down His life for you (Jn 15:13), and you will lay down your life for
others (1 Jn 3:16). Then you will understand what Jesus the Master is about (Jn 15:15).
God's work will not puzzle but enlighten you.

Only Jesus' loving, obedient friends experience this. This crucified love bears much fruit.
It opens even the hardest hearts to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. Are you Jesus'
friend? Will you die even for your enemies? Is your love covering a multitude of sins? (1
Pt 4:8) Are you bearing fruit by leading people to Jesus? Jesus reveals specific
prerequisites for and effects of being His friend.

"A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter; he who finds one finds a treasure. A faithful friend is
beyond price, no sum can balance his worth. A faithful friend is a life-saving remedy,
such as he who fears God finds; for he who fears God behaves accordingly, and his
friend will be like himself" (Sir 6:14-17). Jesus' friends become like Jesus.
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Prayer: Risen Jesus, make me like You, both crucified and glorified.

Promise: "When it was read there was great delight at the encouragement it gave."
—Acts 15:31

Praise: St. Bernardine of Siena is known as "the Apostle of Italy." During the fifteenth
century, he used his gift of preaching to revive the country's lukewarm Catholic faith. He
spread devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus.

(For a related teaching on Love, listen to, download or order CD 58-1 or DVD 58 on our
website.)
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